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(2)  To the nature of the forces by which they
were borne down from primeval granite moun-
tains to their present position.

(3)  To the operation of those forces, in the ar-
rangement of the strata, as uniformly found; and

(4)  To \hzfossil remains of vegetables and ani-
mals entombed within them.

Thus there are four sources of argument from
which theoretical geology derives its fallacies for
the vast and unimaginable age of the earth, which
I shall point out in the sequel, as briefly as I can,
to show that their general argument fails to estab-
lish their theory, and that they have not proved
that the age of the world is more than six thou-
sand years, while these theories meanwhile confute
themselves.

In order to sustain these theories, geologists
must/nrc/<? not only that the materials of the strata
were actually drawn from the sources to which
they refer them, but that they could come from
no other sources. They must prove that they
were borne down and arranged in a horizontal
position by these forces acting, as they say, with
no greater energy than that by which they now
act not only, but that these forces could not have
acted differently or with greater energy at any
time than at the present day. They must prove
that vegetable and animal life could have been
supported under different circumstances than
those now found essential to their existence. If
they cannot verify their theories by such proof
arising from the facts themselves as shall show
that we are necessarily shut up to the adoption